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Darling Basin Authority Chief Executive Officer Gary Gray says the assessment team is thrilled with what
they have found. "The team found that the condition of the Darling River system as a whole is generally
healthy, with both the mainstem and tributary rivers performing well," he said. "There are still some
areas where the flow of the river is highly seasonal and all that river stretch in the south-east of the basin
was found to be in good condition for 2018." Mr Gray said the 2019 timing for the mega-project was set
in place to make sure that work is completed on time to ensure the new river channel is ready for flood
mitigation works in future. "Without that work we wouldn't be able to use the water in the river for flood
mitigation," he said. "I think this is a very good result because it's a very challenging project to undertake
and I want to particularly congratulate the team for their efforts. "It's a historic event that's underpinned
by the fundamental science about what the river system will do to carry flood water, so I think the people
of the Darling are well served by the confidence the team have built in their work." "The great thing
about having more hydropower in the river, ultimately more clean hydro that's 100 per cent safe is we
are better able to ensure we have less potential impacts on downstream cities in particular." Mr Gray
said while there is still work to be done, the Authority is pleased with the work that has already been
completed. "It's pleasing that we've already seen the benefits of the structure in the second half of the
year. "It's a very similar flow to last year, we've seen the river flow as much as five days longer in the
south-east of the basin which is great for flood mitigation. "The team is pleased to be able to use the river
as planned and now we can really focus on getting the preparations done so we can get to work on the
ground again." "We've got to build the channel a year and a half
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