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on their heads, women would have worn either a linen or straw hat, a skullcap, a scarf or veil, or a
cape which was tied around the chin or over the neck. all these are listed in the burial dress section

of the fine-tuning section and should be included if you are constructing a viking age female. it’s also
worth mentioning the two most important pieces of jewellery of all: the earrings. we have lots of
records of women wearing earrings but very little of what those earrings looked like, and much of

what we do know is based on late roman and early byzantine examples. in the viking age, however,
the british isles have plenty of graves of women with both earrings and brooches, which means we

have a lot more information. as in most parts of the world, earrings were made of gold, silver,
copper, or bronze. at birka, the british isles, and elsewhere, the most common form of earring is the
barbell; an earring made of one or more straight or looped hoops which sit in the ear and often have
an attached pendant hanging from them. this was the style that was worn on the ear by women in
the viking age, in either silver, bronze, or iron, and with lots of regional variations. the second most
common earring is the single loop earring, made up of a loop with a pin in it. these are very similar
to barbells but with the loop in the middle rather than at the end. this is the style of earring worn by

women from the british isles and elsewhere in the viking age, and there are some regional
variations. the third most common style of earring is the double loop earring, made up of two loops,
one in the front and one in the back, and each with a pin in it. these are the style of earring worn by

women from northern europe in the viking age. they can be made of bronze, silver, or gold. the
specific ornament in the back of the ear is sometimes known as a “windpipe” or “windpipe” and it

was very likely made of silver. archaeologists of the time used to make the connection between this
ornament and the viking age because the word for earring was the same, i.e. “aurum”, and in writing
about the viking age, many historians have made the assumption that this was the material for the

earrings. however, we now know that many of these earrings were made of bronze, and so it is much
more likely that the word “aurum” came from the latin word for ear, “aureum”.
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