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there were 1,844 liturgies observed with more than 4,000 participants;
and the number has been growing rapidly since then. By 2013, these

numbers have more than tripled to 7,098 liturgies with more than
23,000 participants. The size of these gatherings has also grown

significantly as well. I hope to offer some fresh ways to get people
thinking about and doing liturgy again. Today, we celebrate a feast of
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« The Order of St. Benedict in Syria has been very important since the

very beginning of the country. It contributed to the development of
culture, as it can be seen by the very rich collection of medieval

Christian literature, particularly manuscripts, which is kept in the hands
of the Order (Theological College, which is, in fact, the oldest

theological college in the Middle East). The Order is involved in
education, and this is visible at the Syrian University of Damascus,

which has always been supported by the Order. It has also supported
the country’s art. It is known that from the 4th century Saint Euthymius
was responsible for the set up of the first Byzantine monastery in the
country, and was a significant role in the renaissance of Damascene

art. Through the help of his nuns, the Grand Master of the Order,
Apollonia, was able to display her art talent in her late years; her

memoirs and artworks were remarkable». The Order of St. Benedict
came to Syria and Lebanon with the first Crusades. It is believed that
one of the founders of the Order in Syria was St. Odilo. St. Bernard, a
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